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ABSTRACT 

This paper argues that gender/women's studies are 
becoming an essential element of research and curricula in a number 
of disciplines. Several scholars of gender who conduct research in 
various disciplines are mentioned, and their areas of vork are 
briefly outlined: Kate Millett, Shulamith Firestone, Simone de 
Beauvoir, Anne Oakley, Nancy Chodorow, Dorothy Dinner stein, and Carol 
Gilligan. Points about gender-^balancing the curriculuir., written by 
Peggy Macintosh, Associate Director of the Wellesley College Center 
for Research on Women, are summarized: (1) a candidate for a higher 
education position who is incompetent in scholarship on women is a 
poor candidate for several decades of tenure; (2) the time is past 
for the objection that Women's Studies is political; a curriculum 
that leaves women out is also highly politicized; and (3) an 
inclusive curriculum stands to benefit, and to change, men as well as 
women. She argues that our collective human survival depends on 
different processes from the ones set in motion in the past, and that 
no investment that colleges and universities can now make bears more 
importantly on both individual and collective human futures than does 
that of transforming the curriculum. A 44-item bibliography is 
provided. (SD) 
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Let me begin with a definition of gender from The Dictionary of 
Feminist Theory by Maggie Hamm, Ohio State University Press, 1990, 
a reference source I reviewed for Choice, the major collection 
development periodical for academic librarians. Gender is "a 
culturally-shaped group of attributes and behaviours given to the 
female or to the male. Contemporary feminist theory is careful to 
distinguish between sex and gender." In my review I state that 
the Dictionary "explicates those conceptual tools required for the 
understanding of sexual, political, and economic discrimination and 
delineates those analyses useful for feminist politics." 



So, with this introduction, let me try to be, in front of your 
very eyes, "truth in packaging." When I teach about, do my own 
research, and work with students, faculty and members of the 
community as they do their research, I do not separate (make 
mutually exclusive) the conceptual tools of the new and emerging 
knowledge base on gender from the political analyses which are to 
me an integral part of gender literacy. I beilove sincerely that the 
continuum of philosophy, theory, and practice is interrelated with 



the continuum of awareness, commitment and action. 



Again, Maggie Humm's definition of gender : "a culturally-shaped 
group of attributes and behaviours given to the female or to the 
male. Contemporary feminist theory Is careful to distinguish 
between sex and gender." (p. QA) Based on Margaret Mead's worK, 
such theory takes the view that sex Is biological and that gender 
behaviour Is a social construction. 

Humni lists scholars of gender In a variety of disciplines. Let me 
mention these names to you; those of us In Women's Studies are 
well acquainted with these scholars. Women's Studies has been 
working on curriculum ti ansformatlon for more than fifteen years. 

From Humm's llst-- 

*Kate Mlllett and Shulamlth Firestone argue that gender 
distinctions structure every aspect of our lives by constituting the 
unquestioned framework within which society views women and men; 
gender difference, these radical feminists claim, is an elaborate 
system of male domination. 

•Simone de Beauvoir approaches gender with another perspec- 
tive. She was first to describe 'woman' as Other, 'not m-m'. The 
concept of Otherness underlies categories of contrasting charac- 
teristics labelling the feminine and masculine; for example, two 
gender definitions for women would be: 'hysterical' or 'angry.' 

•Anne Oakley, as distinguished from Annie Oakley (after all, we 
S£S. trying to downplay the Western heritage)... Anne Oakley and 
other sociologists show that attributes considered 'natural' for 
women by Western society are usually created by social pressures 
or conditioning. 
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•Feminist anthropologists ask us to study the significance of 
gender for the organization of sociai life so that ue are able to 
conceptualize a future society without traditional categories. 

•Theorists Nancy Chodorou and Dorothy Dinnerstein, and more 
recently Carol Gllligan, have examined pre-oedipal deveiooment, 
symbiotic gender arrangemen^js leading to a planetary crisis 
affecting the human future, and identity formation uhich makes 
uomen relational and men separate and autonomous. 

The theorists I have named in the humanities and the social 
sciences are but a handful of those uho are building a new 
knowledge base of scholarship on gender. 

-In each of your fields there are scholars known for their 
research and writing on gender. 

-In each of your fields there are raging debates and issues on 
multicultural ism and on opening the American mind. 

I would like to share a select bibliography I have prepared 
on gender balancing the curriculum, how may I ask that we go 
around the room, one by one, and name a scholar In our 
field with whose work ue would like to become more familiar. 
Please briefly detail the major concepts, or research findings, 
presented by that scholar. 

Peggy Mcintosh, Associate Director of the UJellesley College 
Center for Research on Uomen, and consultant to universities on 
curriculum integration and transformation, writes about what she 
calls "curricular re-vision: the new knowledge for a new age/' in 
the 1990 book. Educating the Flajority: Uornen Challenge Tradition 
in Higher Education Here are some of her points about gender- 
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balancing the curriculum: 

*a candidate for a higher education position who is incompetent 
In scholarship on women is a poor candidate for several decades of 
tenure 

•the time is past for the objection that Women's Studies is 
political. All curricula are political. A curriculum that leaves women 
out is also highly politicized 

•An inclusive curriculum stands to benefit, and to change, men 
as well as women. In the light of our global emergencies... our 
collective human survival depends on different processes...from the 
ones we have set In motion in the past. Mo Investment that 
colleges and universities can now make, bears more importantly on 
human futures, both individual and collective, than does that of 
transforming the curriculum. 

For the conclusion, have participants uiorl< in dyads to 
talk about interdisciplinary opportunities to gender 
balance a specific course. 
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GENDER BALAMCING THE CURRICULUM: 



A Select Bibliography prepared for the 
SUNY Oswego Summer Inst, on Cultural Diversity 
August 23-25, 1990 
by liancy Osborne 

Abel, Elizabeth, and Emily K. Abel, eds. The SIGNS Reader: Uomen^ Gender and 
Scholarship. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1983. 

Aptheker, Bettina. "Race and Class: Patriarchal Politics and Uomen's 
Experiences." Uomen's Studies Quarterly 10 CUlnter 1982): 10-15. 

Arch, Elizabeth C, and Susan E. Kirschner. "Gender-Balancing: A Case Study 
of Institutional Change." Educational Record. 

Bowles, Gloria, and Renate Duelli-Klein, eds. Theories of bJomens Studies. 
Boston, Massachusetts: Routledge ard Kegan Paul, 1983. 

Bulkin, Elly, Minnie Bruce Pratt, and Barbara Smith. Yours in Struggle: Three 
Feminist Perspectives on Anti'Semitism and Racism. Brooklyn, Neu York: 
Long Haul Pres, 1984. 

Bunch, Charlotte and Sandra Pollack. Learning Our Uay: Essays in Feminist 
Education. Trumansburg; Neu York: Crossing Press, 1983. 

Butler, Johnella E. 'Touard a Plural and Equitable Society." Uomen's Studies 
Quarterly 10 (Sumtner 1982):11. 

ChilderS; Mary. "Working Definition of a Balanced Course." Uomen's Studies 
Quarterly 11 (Summer 1983): 30,36. 

Culley, Margo and Catherine Portuges. Gendered Subjects: The Dynamics of 
Feminist Teaching. Boston: Routledge and Kegan Paul; 1985. 

Davis, Angela Y. Uomen, Race and Class. Neu York: Random House, 1983. 
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(jJomet) in Culture and Society 4 (Spring 1979): 543-55. 

. "Race, Class and Gender: Prospects for an Ali"lnclusive 

Sisterhood." Feminist Studies 9 (Spring 1983): 131-50. 

Donovan, Mary Ellen, ed. **The Combahee River Collective: A Black Feminist 
Statement." Capitalist Patriatxhy and the Case for Socialist Feminism. 
lieu York: Monthly Review Press, 1978, 362-72. 

DuBois, Ellen Carol and Vicki L. Ruiz. Unegu^tl Sisters: A Multicultural Reader 
in U S. Uomens History. New York: Routledge, 1990. 

Eisenstein, Hester. Contemporary Feminist Thought. Bostoi^, Massachusetts: 
6. K. Hall and Co., 1983. 

Famham, Christie. The Impact of Feminist Ret^earch in the Academy. 
Bloomington, Indiana: Indiana University Press, 1987. 

"Feminist Theory: Special Issue." SIGNS: A Journal of Uomen in Culture and 
Society 7 (Spring 1982). 

Fowlkes, Diane L., and Charlotte S. McClure, eds. Feminist l^isions: Tcuard a 
Transformation of the Liberal Arts Curriculum. University, Alabama: 
University of Alabama Press, 1984. 

Fritsche, JoAnn M. Touard Excellence and Equity: The Scholarship on Uomen 
as a Catalyst for Change in the University. Orono, Maine: University of 
Maine, 1984. 

Gilligan, Carol. In a Different Voice. Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard 
University Press, 1982. 

Hooks, Bell. Ain't I a Uoman: Black Uomen and Feminism. Boston: South End 
Press, 1981. 



. Feminist Theory: From Margin to Center. Boston, Massachusetts: 

South End Press, 1984. 



Hull, Gloria L, Patricia Bell Scott, and Barbara Smith, eds. All the Uomen Are 
Uhite, All the Blacks are Men, But Some of Use Are Brave: Black Uomen's 
Studies. Old Uestbury, Meu York: The Feminist Press, 1982. 

Jagger, Allison and Paula S. Rothenburg, eds. Feminist Frameu/orks: 

Alternative Theoretical Accounts of Relations betujeen Uomen and Men. 
Neu York: McGrau-Hill, 1984. 

Joseph, Gloria and Jill Leuis. Common Differences: Conflicts in Black and Uhite 
Perspectives. Neu York: Anchor Press/Doubk^daiy, 1982. 

Lorde, Audre. "Scratching the Surface: Some Notes on Barriers to Uomen and 
Loving." The Black Scholar 9 (April 1978):31-35. 

Mcintosh, Peggy. "Interactive Phases of Curricular Re-Vision." In Tou/ard a 
Balanced Curriculum. Cambridge, Massachusetts: Schenkman Publishing Co., 
Inc., 1984, 25-34. 

. 'The Study of Uomen: Processes of Personal and Curricular 

Re^Vision." The* Forum for Liberal Education 6 (April 1984): 2^4. 

. "WARNING: The Neu Scholarship on Uomen May Be Hazardous 

to Your Ego." Uomen's Studies Quarterly 10 (Spring 1982) 29-31. 

Moraga, Cherrie and Gloria Anzaldua, eds. This Bridge Called My Back: 
Untings by Radical Uomen of Colo*-. Uatertoun, Massachusetts: 
Perspehone Press, 1981. 

Pearson, Carol S., Donna L. Shavlik, and Judith G. Touchton. Educating the 
Majonty: Uomen Challenge Tradition in Higher Education. Neu York: 
American Council on Education/Macmillan Publishing Company, 1989 

Pharr, Suzanne. Homophobia: A Ueapon of Sexism. Chardon Press. The 
Uomen's Project, 2224 Main, Little Rock, AR 72206. 

Rich, Adrienne. "Compulsory Heterosexuality and Lesbian Existence." SIGHS: 
A Journal of Uomen in Culture and Society, 5 (Summer, 1980): 631 ""60. 

. 'Taking Uomen Students Seriously." In On Lies, Secrets, 

and Silence: Selected Prose, 1966-1978. Neu York: Morton, 1979,237^45. 
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Schmitz, Betty. "Seeking Uomen's Equity through Curricular Reform: Faculty 
Perceptions of an Experimental Project." Journa/ of Higher Education 54 
(September/October 1 983):l56-65. 

Schuster, Marilyn R. and Susan Van Dyne. Transforming the Curriculum: The 
Changing Classroom, Changing the Institution. Northampton, 
Massachusetts, 1983. 

Sherman, Julia A. and Evelyn Torton Beck, eds. The Pnsm of Sex: Essays in 
the Sociology of Knowledge. Madison, Uisconsin: University of Uisconsin 
Press, 1979. 

Simonson, Rick and Scott Ualker, eds. The Grayujolf Annual Five, Multicultural 
Literacy: Opening th^ American Mind. St. Paul, Minnesota: Grayuolf Press, 
1988. 

Spanier, Bonnie B., Alexander Bloom, and Darlene Boroviak, sds, Touard a 
Balanced Curriculum: A Sourcebook for Initiating Gender Integration 
Projects. Cambridge, Massachusetts: Schenkman Publishing Co., Inc., 1984. 

Spender, Dale. Men's Studies Modified: The Impact of Feminism on the 
Academic Disciplines. Neu York: Pergamon Press, 1981. 

Suerdlou, Amy and Hannah Lessinger, eds. Class, Race, and Sex: The 
Dynamics of Control. Boston: G. K. Hall, 1983. 

Ualker, Alice. The Color Purple. Ne'jj York: Uashington Square Press, 1983. 

Uashington, Mary Helen. "Hou Racial Differences Helped Us Discover Our 
Sameness." Ms., September 1981, 60-63. 

Ueis, Lois. Class, Race, and Gender in Amehcan Education. Albany, New York: 
SUNY Press, 1988. 
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